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General description:

Initial rate of absorption or IRA is
defined as the number of grams of
water absorbed in one minute over
30 square inches of brick bed area
(ASTM C67). Acceptable values
range from 10 to 30 grams. Dry
brick, with an IRA above 30,
should be wetted before laying. A
simplified test for measuring IRA
(the one used in this lab) is to place
20 drops of water in a quarter sized
area on a brick and time its
absorption. If the water is absorbed
in under one and a half minutes the
brick should be wetted prior to
laying. If a brick is too dry, it will
absorb too much water out of the
applied mortar, weakening the
bond.
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